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PREFACE

THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF IRELAND

Sabbath School Materials Published by

The Committee on the Instruction of the Young

Junior Course - Suggested age 10 - 13

These materials form part of a three year course for junior children, designed to reach their
minds and hearts with the Bible's message of salvation through Jesus Christ and to give them an
understanding of the Word of God as their only infallible rule of faith and life.

Each lesson takes account of the two-fold aspect of teaching - the teacher's preparation and the
classroom presentation. In the Teacher's material 'Background Notes' have been provided for
most lessons. The purpose of these is to explain the meaning of certain words and passages as
well as giving the teacher a good background knowledge of the topic under study by setting the
passage in its historical and Scriptural context and/or explaining the custom of the time. Specific
suggestions have been made as to how the lessons should be presented and also when the pupils’
worksheets should be used. Teachers should be aware of the abilities and interests of the pupils
and, where necessary, adapt a lesson to suit these needs.

It is most important for teachers to get pupils to see the importance of the lesson being taught
and its relevance to every day life. To help with this an Application section has been included at
the end of most lessons.

The Committee sincerely thanks the many members of the church who wrote and prepared these
materials for publication. It is our earnest prayer that they will be used by the Holy Spirit to
fulfil their aim.
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LESSON 1

Studies in The Shorter Catechism

THE REASON FOR MAN'S EXISTENCE

Catechism No. 1

Scripture Texts - I Cor. 10: 31; Ps. 73: 26; Ps. 19: 1; John 17: 4; Daniel 3; Rev. 7: 15-17; Rev. 21: 4.

AIM OF LESSON

To show what it means to have as our chief aim the glorifying of God and the enjoyment of Him forever.

BACKGROUND NOTES

1. Itis only Christians who can 'glorify God and enjoy Him forever." Non-Christians enjoy
God's common gifts to mankind, e.g., sunshine, food, friends, etc., but until they accept

Christ as Saviour their limited enjoyment of God ends at death.

2. '"To glorify God' does not mean to make God glorious. God already is glorious. He has been
glorious from all eternity and nothing created by God can ever make Him more glorious than
He already is. To 'glorify God' means to reflect God's glory - WILLIAMSON, G. 1. The
Shorter Catechism Vol. 1, p 2.

SUGGESTED PRESENTATION

Introduction

Johnny went to Sabbath School regularly. He knew that God made him but he never considered that
God had a purpose for his life. He had his own ideas. He wanted to be a professional footballer. He
practised hard at break and dinner-times at school, he practised after school - he even practised before
going to school! He used to imagine himself one day playing in a cup final at Wembley. His chief aim

in life was to make a name for himself as a footballer.

Discuss briefly Johnny's aim in life. (What was good about it? - his determination; a healthy outdoor
activity; etc.)
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Ask the pupils to suggest what was wrong with his aim. (Help them by revising the answer to Catechism
No.1).
Ask them who in the Bible said, ' To me to live is Christ' (Phil. 1: 21).

Ask the pupils to complete Q.1 of the pupils' worksheet, if possible without looking up the reference.

This verse shows that Paul had a definite aim in life, a God-centered one. Take a few minutes to explain
the significance of Paul's aim being likened to an athlete in arace - his objective; the extent of his effort;

the prize; etc.

(a) To glorify God

Points (i) - (iii) about 'glorifying' God could be illustrated by attaching pictures and printed words (as

below) to a flannelgraph board or to a large piece of card.
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(i) The created world reflects God's glory.

Ps. 19:1. "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork.'
The beautiful world which God has created is something like a mirror. Discuss - If you look
into that 'mirror', how can you see the glory of God? (Consider the beauty of His creation;

great detail; great variety; etc.) All His creation glorifies God - it helps us to know

something of the character of God.

(i)

Jesus took delight in doing what His Father wanted. Look up John 17: 4 to find out what
Jesus said about Himself towards the end of His life on earth. (' have glorified You on the

earth.I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.")

(iii) Paul told the Christians at Corinth that they were to bring glory to God in everything they
did. (I Cor. 10: 31)

We aretoreflect God's glory. Our lives must be such thatothers know that we are Christians,

e.g. we must be truthful - to show that God loves truth;

we must show that we hate sin - to show that God hates sin;

we must love each other - to show that God is a God of love;

others should be able to see that we are putting God first in our lives.

A story from the book of Daniel (Ch. 3) givesillustrations of lives which glorified God. Ask
the pupils to tell briefly the familiar story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Emphasise
how these three young men refused to worship any god other than the one true God. They
were determined to serve God regardless of the cost. Read verses 28 and 29. Nebuchad-
nezzar acknowledged that their God was all powerful and had saved them. Their action had
drawn the king's attention to the God they served. In this way they glorified God. Complete
Q.2 in the pupils' worksheet.

(b) To enjoy Him forever

God has given us much to enjoy. Christian and non-Christian alike enjoy the beauty of creation, the
provision of their daily needs, etc. However, lasting enjoyment only comes to those who are in aright

relationship with the Giver of these gifts, i.e., those who are trusting in Christ for salvation.
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Ask the pupils to complete Q. 3 in their worksheet. Help them to work out from the references the gifts
God gives us to enjoy now and later after death.(Eph. 2: 8 - salvation; 1 John 1: 9 - forgiveness; John

14: 27 - peace; Phil. 4: 13 - strength; Psalm 32: 8 - guidance; Rev. 7: 15 - heaven).

Ask if the pupils can think of any other gifts God gives ( e.g. the Sabbath, church, Holy Spirit, parents,

etc.).

CONCLUSION AND APPLICATION

God has made us. He has given us our abilites. He knows what we are capable of doing. He has created
us for the purpose of glorifying Him, serving Him and enjoying all that He has to offer. 1 Tim. 6: 17

tells us that it is 'God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.’

Do we want to bring glory to God and enjoy Him or do we want to rule our own lives and miss all that

God has to offer?

























































































































































































































































